
THE BEST VOYAGING YACHTS EVER DESIGNED 
 

  26� CRUISING YACHT        
FRANCES 

 
DIMENSIONS 

 
           LOA:                25’ 10" 
           LWL:                  21’ 3" 
                 BEAM:                                8’ 4" 
           DRAFT:                  3� 10" 
            DISPLACEMENT, 3/4 load:                                   6,800 lbs 

          BALLAST (lead):                        3,500 lbs 
     SAIL AREA (100% foretriangle):                            340 sq ft 

           SAIL AREA/DISP RATIO:                             15.16 
           DISPLACEMENT/LENGTH RATIO:                   316 

 

        
 
 
Chuck Paine�s adored his first FRANCES.  She was beautiful, well mannered, stable, and just plain fun.  
She possessed timeless virtues that seem to have disappeared from the modern world.  Narrow of 
beam, her sleek lines overcame resistance like a dreadnaught.  Set her in a straight line toward a 
destination and she was unstoppable.  They just don’t build ’em like Frances anymore. 
 
But you could.  The plans for this lovely little double- ender are once again available.  We would much 
prefer that you hire a local boatyard to build her, but there is enough detail for a highly skilled amateur to 
maybe just pull it off.  Construction plans have been drawn for both one-off fiberglass and WEST 
System of cold molded wood construction.  Included are full sized computer generated mylar loftings, 
eliminating the need for the traditional hand lofting. 
 



The cost for the full plans, loftings and the non- transferable right to build one yacht, is US $3000.  We 
require you to sign a "hold harmless" release that would frighten the nastiest lawyer, as we have no 
control over the quality, or even structural adequacy, of the result.  But we truly wish you the very best, 
and hope the building of your FRANCES will change your life for the better.  As it did Chuck's. 
 

               
THEY'VE BEEN BUILT EVERYWHERE.                              THIS ONE, NAMED CAY-HO, WAS BUILT IN JAPAN. NOTE WHO'S STEERING. 

           
AT LEAST 100 WERE BUILT IN WARSASH IN                                  THIS ONE WAS BUILT BY A LADY SAILMAKER IN TORONTO USING 
THE U.K.  MANY HAD A SHORT HOUSE, GIVING                            THE WEST SYSTEM OF COLD MOLDED WOOD CONSTRUCTION. 
OVER 6 FT. HEADROOM. 

           
THERE'S NOT A LOT OF "DOWN BELOW" ON A                                           THE COCKPIT OF ONE OF THE BRITISH BUILT FRANCESES. 
FRANCES.  BUT IT BEATS CAMPING, AND WITH TIME 
 AND EFFORT CAN BE MADE QUITE COMFORTABLE. 
 
 


