
CHUCK PAINE’S BERMUDA SERIES 
 

KANTER 53 CANCAN  
 

DIMENSIONS 
 
   LOA:                                 53’ 5"  
   LWL:        47’ 10" 
   BEAM:          15’ 3" 
   DRAFT:           6’ 2" 
   DISPLACEMENT:            39,900 lbs 
   BALLAST, fixed:            12,500 lbs 
   SAIL AREA:             1,259 sq ft 
   DISP/LENGTH RATIO:            169 

S.A./DISP RATIO:         17.37 
 

 
 
The Kanter 53 is a midsize example of our "Bermuda Series" of high speed offshore sailing yachts.  
Built by Kanter Yachts of St Thomas, Ontario, she is intended as a very high performance light 
displacement shorthanded escape vehicle. The first Kanter 53, CANCAN, is based in Sausalito 
California, has completed a maiden voyage out to Hawaii and home via Alaska, and is much loved by 
her owner.  His confidence in her has convinced two further clients to build similar, but larger, 
versions, (Quicksilver and Threshold) both of which contain very significant alterations to the deck 
plan and interior.  One advantage of building in aluminum is that each owner can drastically 
customize a proven hull while still preserving the advantages of proven performance and having the 
majority of the engineering completed at someone else�s expense.  
 
Handling of a yacht of this size requires careful consideration in the design stage.  Swept back 
spreaders combine with a large headsail which overlaps the mast only moderately to reduce sheet 

 



winching to windward.  This sail will be roller furled and the staysail used to carry on in heavy 
weather. 
The fully battened mainsail not only provides increased efficiency owing to its semi-elliptical shape, 
but has been shown by experience to eliminate flogging and prolong the life of a sail that is subject to 
continual use at sea.  The LeisureFurl inboom mainsail stowing system was fitted to CANCAN and 
has proven utterly reliable, while the two others use conventional reefing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The interior provides for two large private cabins, each with ensuite access to a head compartment.  
The galley/settee/library area forms one large room, eliminating the cramped feeling so prevalent on 
older designs.  In a stimulating departure from tradition, the main bulkhead is pierced by three large 
"windows", complete with curtains, permitting the entire interior to be presented to the eye when the 
owner desires.  A separate "ship's store" is provided aft of the galley for stowage of the considerable 
amounts of food that must accompany an offshore passage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANCAN’S INNOVATIVE PILOTHOUSE HAS       SUPERB INTERIOR JOINERWORK AT A       A RETRACTING BOWSPRIT IS EASILY  
SEVEN OPENING PERIMETER VENTS FOR       CANADIAN PRICE.             DEPLOYED TO SET A HUGE 
UNSURPASSED VENTILATION                ASYMMETRICAL SPINNAKER. 
    
The Kanter 53 is built of high strength welded aluminum for the ultimate in leakproof integrity and 
safety.  With her affordable price and ability to be extensively customized, this yacht would make an 
ideal choice for one or two couples intending a retirement cruise to the Caribbean or a 
circumnavigation. 
 
 

  

 

 


