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DIMENSIONS 

 
  LOA:                                          54’ 6"  
  LWL:                  49’ 6" 
  BEAM:                              15’ 3" 
  DRAFT:                  6’ 9"  
  DISPLACEMENT:                    44,000 lbs 
  BALLAST:                          16,000 lbs 
  PROPULSION:                 Yanmar 100hp dsl 
  FUEL TANKAGE:             220 gal 
  SAIL AREA:                           1,259 sq ft 
  DISP/LENGTH RATIO:                        189 

S.A./DISP RATIO:                 16.16 
                 CONSTRUCTION:           TYPE 5083-HII6 ALUMINUM 
  BUILDER:      KANTER YACHTS, ST. THOMAS, ONTARIO CANADA 
   

    A FINE LOOKING YACHT WITH A COMFORTABLE PILOTHOUSE AND EXCELLENT SPEED 

 
 

 



The Kanter 54.5 THRESHOLD was launched in June of 2002.  She is an example of the Paine 
office’s Bermuda Series of light displacement offshore sailing yachts, optimized for her owners’ 
anticipated world cruise.  Paine’s Bermuda Series are a series of custom built yachts, all of 
which combine light displacement derived from a long waterline, narrow beam shape, with a 
"true pilothouse" (more later on this) and unusually high stability thanks to an agressively 
bulbed keel.  Decent stability has often been missing on older light displacement sailing designs, 
before the advent of bulbed keels, whereas Paine’s Bermuda Series are actually considerably 
stiffer than most contemporary racing yachts. 
 
THRESHOLD has a functional pilothouse to provide an all weather transition between her interior 
and cockpit.  Chuck Paine likens this to the porch he built on his old Maine farmhouse.  Before 
he restored it, his house had an entry door from which one stepped out of the warm interior 
abruptly into whatever the Maine winter had in store.  Then he built a porch, and life changed 
markedly for the better. 
 
A "real" pilothouse is a nautical analogy to the glassed-in Maine porch.  Bermuda Series 
pilothouses can be sealed off from the cockpit (so they can be heated and cooled just like the 
"indoors") and from the "downstairs" (so that when it’s snotty outside and the pilothouse is all 
business, meaning wet from the oilskins, or dark for nighttime visibility) none of this activity 
intrudes upon the comfy life below.  And importantly for the types who commission these yachts 
and set out on circumnavigations, usually with a reluctant wife as crew, Bermuda Series 
pilothouses remove some of the vulnerability to flooding that is a consequence of a single 
sliding companionway hatch.  Bermuda Series yachts have two such closures- in nasty weather 
the companionway between the pilothouse and the downstairs can be kept closed and even if 
one is pooped by the ultimate rogue wave with the after companionway left open, the yacht is 
safe from serious flooding. 
 
The after end of the pilothouse roof is extended to shelter the forward end of the cockpit, and the 
cockpit seats are long enough to sleep on.  The cockpit is ergonomically proportioned for 
comfortable seating with proper back support.  A large wheel permits the helmsman to sit far 
enough outboard to see past the pilothouse. THRESHOLD is exceptionally well ventilated, with 
no less that 13 deck hatches, 6 dorade vents and 3 solar vents contributing to fresh air 
belowdecks. 
 

            
  THE PILOTHOUSE IS THE DESIGN’S RAISON D ETRE.  IT IS WATERTIGHT TO 
                         THE INTERIOR AND TO THE COCKPIT- A SECURE BACK PORCH IN ANY WEATHER. 
 
The pilothouse’s large tempered glass windows provide an excellent view of the surroundings in 
all weathers.  There are settees port and starboard, either of which may be used for sleeping.   



 
 
The starboard settee has a forward facing steering station at its forward end, with a chart and 
navigation instrument table forward, making it a gr eat place to keep watch when running under 
engine in calm weather.  The port side settee is mo re luxurious, being notched to accommodate 
a small table. 
 
The design features a superb engine room aft, with plenty of room for the many items that are 
more commonly packed into far too small a space.  R ather than the engine being squeezed into a 
box, as is regrettably the norm today, here it sits  in the midst of a large room, making service of 
the engine and other machinery very easy (meaning i t gets done!)  A 100 horsepower Yanmar 
diesel is capable of pushing THRESHOLD at 8 knots.  Bermuda Series yachts have full power ed 
engines, which combined with their low resistance h ulls means they are very nearly what used to 
be called motorsailers, and are capable of being dr iven at the same speed as many trawler 
yachts.  Except unlike trawlers, when the wind blow s you can shut the engine off, and SAIL. 
 
There is a huge cockpit sail locker to starboard, w ith conveniently located recessed steps 
making it easy to climb down into this cavernous lo cker.  Further lazarette lockers, a gas bottle 
locker, and a dedicated inflatable dinghy locker ar e provided further aft.  Finally, there is a large 
full headroom locker (perhaps more honestly termed a room) forward, accessed through a hatch 
in the foredeck. 
 
 

                  
                                    THE TABLE IS LARGE AND HAS LEAVES THAT FOLD IN FOR EASY ACCESS. 
 
 
 


