FW 45 SPIRIT OF TRADITION RACER
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Doug Thompson is a repeat customer. He came into Chuck s office in Camden in the summer of 2004
thinking maybe he d build a new boat. Mark Fitzgerald of the Paine office had done a little wooden launch
for him fourteen years before, FIRENZE, named not for the ancient city but for a formidable ancestor who
had maybe given him the character to make his fortune. He d fallen in love with the boat, maintained it in
new condition for fourteen years, thought there was nobody left in America who could do the boat for him
that he had in his mind, except maybe the artists at Paine & Co. They gladly accepted his offer.

Doug wanted the most beautiful wooden sailboat ever built. And he loved racing, having gotten the bug
knocking around in dinghies in Connecticut as a child. But for too many years he had devoted himself to the
adult pursuit of work. His vision was not some stripped out torture chamber, but a true cruiser/racer that
would be wonderful for overnighting to Pulpit Harbor and fun to sail all by himself when the spirit moved. He
wanted a huge cockpit cause he had a lot of friends and kids and why not bring them along? And he
wanted to have a chance at winning the Maine woodenboat series of races; Castine to Camden, Feeder
Race to Brooklin, Eggemoggin Reach Regatta. Could it be done? Chuck said yes of course it could. Erica
is the result. Having seen the incredible workmanship on GUSTO and WINGS OF GRACE (also Paine
designs), Doug chose French & Webb of Belfast, Maine to build her.

Erica s sailplan. The handicap rule was considered, but only slightly. These wooden boat races use what
they call the Classic Yacht Rating rule which fails to consider either displacement or stability. As such it is
eminently exploitable. But Doug wouldn t want a boat that was so light it could not be sailed in a decent
breeze nor so stripped of amenities as to be no fun to cruise. So, as is so often the case, a compromise
was struck. There is a genoa jiib for light air performance and a fractional rig with masthead asymmetrical
spinnaker to eliminate the need for a pole (a change from the rendering above).



PERFECT WEATHER FOR A PERFECT LAUNCHING DAY. DOUG INVITES FRIENDS AND ADMIRERS ABOARD.

THE HUGE COCKPIT MAKES RACING OR CRUISING EVER SO N ICE.



